That the book should have been owned and carefully passed on in this manner is not surprising, for my family had a long tradition of prac-, tical medicine. Franz Otto, my great-great-great-great-grandfather, who lived in prerevolutionary Schoharie, New York, was long remembered as a doctor, barber, and phlebotomist.' Today another branch of the family preserves a lancet that may have been his. After the Revolution Franz's elder son Johan Gottlieb Otto (1758-1803), a Loyalist, claimed war losses that included, "Sundry medicines left to him by his father who died & was a Doer."= Since Johan Gottlieb died before the date of, our book's publication, it is assumed that his son, Gottlieb (1787-1855), was its first owner.
Stephen Otto, Toronto, Ontario. At present no more is known about the authors, A. F. Smith and J. Merwin, than is revealed in their preface. Both were doctors who had "an experience of more than forty years of constant practice in almost every State in the Union." Testimonials to their remedies were offered by judges, clergymen, and others in New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Delaware. Since Smith and Merwin used a title similar to
CBMH/BCHM

